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In the first few hours of a two-day national strike beginning on July 19, attempts by police to
disperse crowds in Lima and other major cities resulted in the death of one person, at least seven
injured, and 278 arrests. The strike was called by the Peruvian General Labor Confederation (CGTP)
and other smaller labor centrals, including the Peruvian Workers Confederation (CTP), linked to the
ruling APRA party. The strike was organized to protest government economic policies. Sen. Valentin
Pacho, a CGTP leader, told reporters on July 19 that over 5 million urban workers and peasants had
pledged to participate in the strike. He said strikers were protesting a battery of "unacceptable"
price hikes implemented by the government affecting basic foodstuffs, fuels and public services.
In addition, he said, the unions are demanding job security, reinstatement of laid off workers, and
larger government budgets for education, health and housing. According to Pacho, support for the
strike was strongest in the departments of Cusco, Arequipa, Huancayo, and Puno. Next, the senator
claimed that the Peruvian Peasants Confederation (CCP), the National Agrarian Association (ANA),
the General Confederation of Peruvian Peasants (CGCP), and unions of teachers, construction
workers, bank employees and public employees had offered their support to the organizations
that called the strike. Labor Minister Orestes Rodriguez reported that attendance at workplaces
reached 73.8% on July 19, based on a survey of 70 enterprises described as the most representative
of the country's industrial establishments. He said that in some cities, worker absenteeism was
virtually nil. According to the minister, in Arequipa, Peru's second largest city (about 875 km. south
of Lima), only urban transportation had been affected by the strike. CGTP spokespersons refuted
the minister's claims, stating that based on reports received from throughout the country, 80% of
all factories and other workplaces were closed down. In Huancayo, the largest city in the central
sierra, located 225 km. east of Lima, workers and students burned tires and tree trunks to block
the streets in the downtown area. Police dispersed the crowds with tear gas and water cannon.
Two persons were injured and 50 arrested. In Lima, a student at the University of San Marcos was
shot to death and two others sustained bullet wounds when police attempted to remove a traffic
barricade erected by a crowd of demonstrators near the medical school. At dawn, strikers erected
barricades of burning tires on the principal access roads from Lima's suburbs to the downtown
area. Police immediately removed them to provide passage for government buses providing free
rides to workers. July 20: On the second day of the strike, police and army troops patrolled the
streets of Lima. Leftist and labor leaders threatened new strikes unless the government changed
its price policies. Sen. Pacho told AP that during the first few hours of the national strike, over a
dozen persons were injured in Lima alone, and another 740 persons were arrested in the capital
and other major cities. In the afternoon, the Labor Ministry announced that 74.6% of all workers
were at their posts throughout the country, while in metropolitan Lima, 73.3% showed up for work.
Pacho dismissed the ministry's statements, asserting that the strike was being observed by millions
of workers throughout the country. He added that the Interior Ministry had informed labor leaders
that the detained persons would be released after the police had completed an "investigation."
Housewives interviewed by a local radio station said that many food markets in suburban areas
remained closed on Wednesday mainly because the owners feared looting. They also said that in the
few markets open for business, chicken, fish, tubers and vegetables were in short supply. Pacho told
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AP that the food shortages were the result of "disciplined observance" of the strike by merchants
and truck drivers. In Lima, a large number of retail stores and other commercial establishments
remained closed, although public transportation was more in evidence than on Tuesday. On
Wednesday morning in Huancayo two bombs exploded in a central market and a community center
causing extensive property damage, but no injuries, according to police. The police reported they
had deactivated 17 explosive devices in the early morning hours. The bombs were placed close
to market centres, banks and private businesses. In Ayacucho, headquarters of the political and
military command of the Sendero Luminoso guerrillas, all commercial establishments were closed,
according to AP. [As reported by Prensa Latina, July 19 marked the second day of a week-long strike
in Ayacucho ordered by Sendero Luminoso.] (Basic data from AP, 07/19/88, 07/20/88; Prensa Latina,
07/19/88)
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